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Inside the race to save a great American high school, where making the numbers is only the beginning

Being principal was never her dream. Anabel Garza, the young widow of a young cop, got by teaching
English to immigrant children, taking college classes at night and raising her son.

And Reagan High was no dream assignment. Once famous for its state football championships, educational
achievements and award-winning design, the school was a shadow of its former self. “Identified for
improvement,” said the federal government. “Academically unacceptable,” said the state. Promising students
were fleeing. Test scores were plunging. The education commissioner set a deadline of one year, threatening
to close the school for good.

But when Anabel took the job - cruising the mall for dropouts, tailoring lessons to the tests, firing a few lazy
teachers and supporting the rest – she started something no one expected. As the numbers rose, she set out to
re-create the high school she remembered, with plays and dances, yearbooks and clubs, crowded bleachers
and teachers who brought books alive.

And soon she was not alone. There was Derrick Davis, a star player on the basketball team in the early
1990s, coaching the Raiders toward a chance at the playoffs. There was Candice Kaiser, a science teacher
who had left hard partying behind for Christ, drilling her students on chemistry while she drove them to
games, tutoring sessions, Bible studies and sometimes even doctors’ appointments. There were JaQuarius
Daniels, Ashley Brown and 900 other kids trying to pass the exams, escape the streets and restore the pride
of a neighborhood, all while still growing up.

Across the country, public schools face the threat of extinction in the numerically ordained churn of the
accountability movement. Now, for the first time, we can tally the human cost of rankings and scores. In this
powerful rejoinder to the prevailing winds of American education policy, Michael Brick takes us inside the
high-pressure world of a school on the brink. Compelling, character-driven narrative journalism, Saving the
School pays overdue tribute to the great American high school, and to the people inside.
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From reader reviews:

Damon Smith:

This Saving the School: One Woman's Fight for the Kids That Education Reform Left Behind book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. That Saving the School: One Woman's Fight for the Kids That Education
Reform Left Behind without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Saving the School: One Woman's Fight for the Kids That Education
Reform Left Behind can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Saving the School: One Woman's
Fight for the Kids That Education Reform Left Behind having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lillian Robbins:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Saving the School: One Woman's Fight for
the Kids That Education Reform Left Behind is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Ralph Pettie:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Saving the School: One Woman's
Fight for the Kids That Education Reform Left Behind which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Mary Fix:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these
claims Saving the School: One Woman's Fight for the Kids That Education Reform Left Behind.
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