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"I would like to write a beautiful prayer," writes the young Flannery O'Connor in this deeply spiritual
journal, recently discovered among her papers in Georgia. "There is a whole sensible world around me that I
should be able to turn to Your praise." Written between 1946 and 1947 while O'Connor was a student far
from home at the University of Iowa, A Prayer Journal is a rare portal into the interior life of the great
writer. Not only does it map O'Connor's singular relationship with the divine, but it shows how entwined her
literary desire was with her yearning for God. "I must write down that I am to be an artist. Not in the sense of
aesthetic frippery but in the sense of aesthetic craftsmanship; otherwise I will feel my loneliness continually .
. . I do not want to be lonely all my life but people only make us lonelier by reminding us of God. Dear God
please help me to be an artist, please let it lead to You."

O'Connor could not be more plain about her literary ambition: "Please help me dear God to be a good writer
and to get something else accepted," she writes. Yet she struggles with any trace of self-regard: "Don't let me
ever think, dear God, that I was anything but the instrument for Your story."
As W. A. Sessions, who knew O'Connor, writes in his introduction, it was no coincidence that she began
writing the stories that would become her first novel, Wise Blood, during the years when she wrote these
singularly imaginative Christian meditations. Including a facsimile of the entire journal in O'Connor's own
hand, A Prayer Journal is the record of a brilliant young woman's coming-of-age, a cry from the heart for
love, grace, and art.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Henderson:

The book A Prayer Journal give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book A Prayer Journal to become your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve A Prayer Journal. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Tammi Rosado:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this A Prayer Journal.

Holly Hughes:

The publication with title A Prayer Journal includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Donald Oakes:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Prayer Journal can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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