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Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun (1755-1842) was an enormously successful painter, a favorite portraitist of Marie-
Antoinette, and one of the few women accepted into the Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture. In
accounts of her role as an artist, she was simultaneously flattered as a charming woman and vilified as
monstrously unfeminine.

In The Exceptional Woman, Mary D. Sheriff uses Vigée-Lebrun's career to explore the contradictory position
of "woman-artist" in the moral, philosophical, professional, and medical debates about women in eighteenth-
century France. Paying particular attention to painted and textual self-portraits, Sheriff shows how Vigée-
Lebrun's images and memoirs undermined the assumptions about "woman" and the strictures imposed on
women.

Engaging ancien-régime philosophy, as well as modern feminism, psychoanalysis, literary theory, and art
criticism, Sheriff's interpretations of Vigée-Lebrun's paintings challenge us to rethink the work and the world
of this controversial woman artist.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

The book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art? A number of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth
Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Ann Macdonald:

The ability that you get from The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of
Art is a more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Exceptional Woman:
Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural
Politics of Art instantly.

Diane McCarthy:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Exceptional
Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun
and the Cultural Politics of Artis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Patricia Whetsel:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of



book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art will give you
new experience in looking at a book.
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