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For more than 3000 years, hundreds of millions of people have died or been left permanently scarred or blind
by the relentless, incurable disease called smallpox. In 1967, Dr. D.A. Henderson became director of a
worldwide campaign to eliminate this disease from the face of the earth.

This spellbinding book is Dr. Henderson’s personal story of how he led the World Health Organization’s
campaign to eradicate smallpox—the only disease in history to have been deliberately eliminated. Some have
called this feat "the greatest scientific and humanitarian achievement of the past century."

In a lively, engrossing narrative, Dr. Henderson makes it clear that the gargantuan international effort
involved more than straightforward mass vaccination. He and his staff had to cope with civil wars, floods,
impassable roads, and refugees as well as formidable bureaucratic and cultural obstacles, shortages of local
health personnel and meager budgets. Countries across the world joined in the effort; the United States and
the Soviet Union worked together through the darkest cold war days; and professionals from more than 70
nations served as WHO field staff. On October 26, 1976, the last case of smallpox occurred. The disease that
annually had killed two million people or more had been vanquished–and in just over ten years.

The story did not end there. Dr. Henderson recounts in vivid detail the continuing struggle over whether to
destroy the remaining virus in the two laboratories still that held it. Then came the startling discovery that the
Soviet Union had been experimenting with smallpox virus as a biological weapon and producing it in large
quantities. The threat of its possible use by a rogue nation or a terrorist has had to be taken seriously and Dr.
Henderson has been a central figure in plans for coping with it.

New methods for mass smallpox vaccination were so successful that he sought to expand the program of
smallpox immunization to include polio, measles, whooping cough, diphtheria, and tetanus vaccines. That
program now reaches more than four out of five children in the world and is eradicating poliomyelitis.

This unique book is to be treasured—a personal and true story that proves that through cooperation and
perseverance the most daunting of obstacles can be overcome.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Estrella:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Smallpox: The Death of a Disease: The
Inside Story of Eradicating a Worldwide Killer is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Vera Harris:

The reserve with title Smallpox: The Death of a Disease: The Inside Story of Eradicating a Worldwide Killer
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Robert Caldwell:

Beside this Smallpox: The Death of a Disease: The Inside Story of Eradicating a Worldwide Killer in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Smallpox: The Death of a Disease: The Inside Story of
Eradicating a Worldwide Killer because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!

Jose Rivera:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Smallpox: The Death of a Disease: The Inside Story of Eradicating a
Worldwide Killer was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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