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How should we deal with mental disorder - as an "illness" like diabetes or bronchitis, as a "problem in
living", or what? This book seeks to answer such questions by going to their roots, in philosophical questions
about the nature of the human mind, the ways in which it can be understood, and about the nature and aims
of scientific medicine.

The controversy over the nature of mental disorder and the appropriateness of the "medical model" is not just
an abstract theoretical debate: it has a bearing on very practical issues of appropriate treatment, as well as on
psychiatric ethics and law. A major contention of this book is that these questions are ultimately
philosophical in character: they can be resolved only if we abandon some widespread philosophical
assumptions about the "mind" and the "body", and about what it means for medicine to be "scientific".

The "phenomenological" approach of the twentieth-century French philosopher, Maurice Merleau-Ponty is
used to question these assumptions. His conception of human beings as "body-subjects" is argued to provide
a more illuminating way of thinking about mental disorder and the ways in which it can be understood and
treated. The conditions we conventionally call "mental disorders" are, it is argued, not a homogeneous group:
the standard interpretation of the medical model fits some more readily than others. The core mental
disorders, however, are best regarded as disturbed ways of being in the world, which cause unhappiness
because of deviation from "human" rather than straightforwardly "biological" norms. That is, they are
problems in how we experience the world and especially other people, rather than in physiological
functioning - even though the nature of our experience cannot ultimately be separated from the ways in
which our bodies function. This analysis is applied within the book both to issues in clinical treatment and to
the special ethical and legal questions of psychiatry.

Written by a well known philosopher in an accessible and clear style, this book should be of interest to a
wide range of readers, from psychiatrists to social workers, lawyers, ethicists, philosophers and anyone with
an interest in mental health.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Silva:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Body-Subjects and Disordered Minds: Treating the 'Whole' Person in
Psychiatry (International Perspectives in Philosophy and Psychiatry). Try to face the book Body-Subjects
and Disordered Minds: Treating the 'Whole' Person in Psychiatry (International Perspectives in Philosophy
and Psychiatry) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Geneva Orta:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Body-Subjects and Disordered
Minds: Treating the 'Whole' Person in Psychiatry (International Perspectives in Philosophy and Psychiatry)
book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Marian Storie:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Body-Subjects and
Disordered Minds: Treating the 'Whole' Person in Psychiatry (International Perspectives in Philosophy and
Psychiatry) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Body-Subjects and Disordered Minds: Treating the 'Whole' Person in Psychiatry (International
Perspectives in Philosophy and Psychiatry)is one of several books that everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you
ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

John Coffin:

The reason? Because this Body-Subjects and Disordered Minds: Treating the 'Whole' Person in Psychiatry
(International Perspectives in Philosophy and Psychiatry) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to



understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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